GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS
~JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE PROGRAM 2026-2027~
AND
~JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ( MONBUKAGAKUSHO: MEXT ) SCHOLARSHIP~

1 __Qualifications
1) Institution:

Applicants must be enrolled in an institution (a university, a faculty, or a school) having an exchange
agreement with Kanazawa University.

2) Nationality:
Applicants must have the nationality of a country that has diplomatic relations with Japan. An applicant who
has Japanese nationality at the time of application is not eligible. However, persons with dual nationality who
hold Japanese nationality and whose place of residence at the time of application is outside of Japan are
eligible to apply as long as they choose the nationality of the other country and renounce their Japanese
nationality by the date of their arrival in Japan.

3) Age:
In principle, applicants must be born between April 2, 1996 and April 1, 2008.

4) Academic Background:
Applicants must be enrolled as third- or fourth-year undergraduate students at the institution
mentioned in 1) above at the start of the course and at the time of returning to their home country, and
must be majoring in Japanese language or Japanese culture. Those majoring in fields of study other than
Japanese language or Japanese culture and who wish to pursue complementary studies in Japanese
language and culture should apply for Kanazawa University Exchange Program (KUEP) in the next term.

5) Japanese Language Ability:
A level equal to that of Japanese Language Proficiency Test Level N2 is required.

6) Health:
Applicants must be healthy in both physically and mentally for studying at the university.

7) Arrival in Japan:
Scholarship recipients must arrive in Japan in late September, 2026.

8) Visa Requirement:
Applicants shall, in principle, newly obtain a “Student” visa at the Japanese diplomatic mission located in the
applicant’s country of nationality, and enter Japan with the newly obtained status of residence “Student.”
Depending on the country, a tuberculosis screening may be required by the Japanese government before
entry. When obtaining a visa, be sure to follow the instructions of the Japanese diplomatic mission in their
country.

9) Others:
Scholarship recipients shall return to their home country by the end of the final month of the scholarship
period after the completion of the course and resume their studies at their school. However, if it is possible to
continue studying in Japan after the course by participating in Double-Degree program or Joint-Degree
program with their school’s partner universities in Japan and obtain an appropriate residence status, it is not
necessary to return to their home country. Also, after returning to their home country, former scholarship
recipients shall maintain close contact with Kanazawa University, cooperate with the conducting of
post-return survey questionnaires, participate in events conducted by Japanese diplomatic missions in their

country, and work to improve relations between the home country and Japan.



10) Non-Eligibility:
Any applicant who meets any one of the following conditions is ineligible. If identified ineligible after being
selected as a scholarship student, the applicant must withdraw from the scholarship.

a) Those who are military personnel or military civilian employees at the time of their arrival in Japan and the
start of scholarship payment;

b) Those who cannot arrive in Japan by the specified date determined by Kanazawa University;

c) Those who have received a Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship in the past;

d)Those who are currently also applying for another program for which scholarship payments will begin in
fiscal year 2026 through a Japanese Government (MEXT) scholarship scheme;

e) Those who are residing in Japan at the time of application;

f) Those who are already enrolled in a Japanese university or similar institution with a “Student” visa at the
time of application, as well as those who are enrolled in, or expected to be enrolled in, a Japanese
university or similar institution as privately financed international students with a “Student” visa between
the time of application and the start of the program. (excluding those who, at the time of application, are
certain to complete their program and return to their home country before the start of the scholarship
period, and who will newly obtain a “Student” residence status to enter Japan);

g) Those who have a plan to receive other scholarships or fellowships from Japanese government, a
Japanese government-related organization and others after the start of the scholarship payment period;
h) Holders of dual nationality at the time of application who will not be able to verify that they have given up

Japanese nationality by the time of the arrival in Japan;

i) Those who change their status of residence of “Student” to any other status after their arrival in Japan.

j) Those who have studied Japanese language or culture studies at a university for a total period of less than
one year as of September 1, 2026. Those who have studied Japanese language or culture studies at
another university should submit documents (transcript of grades at other university, etc.) which can verify
that the applicant has studied Japanese language or culture studies for a total period of at least one year or

more at the attended universities including current university.

2 Scholarship Benefits
1) Monthly Allowance:
117,000 yen
The scholarship will be paid to each recipient from October 2026 to August 2027. The scholarship is

cancelled in principle if the recipient is absent from the university for an extended period.
2) Travel allowance:
Air tickets to and from Japan
(Scholarship recipients must depart from and return to the country of their nationality. The return ticket will be
given to only those who will leave Japan by the end of August, 2027.)
3) Education fees:

Fees for the entrance examination, matriculation and tuition are waivered.



3__Application Procedure
Applicants must submit the following documents to Kanazawa University through their home institution. All

Please name the file as “Number_Document Name_Name” (e.g., 01_ApplicationForm_Kindai Mirai).

1) 2026 Application Form for Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship (Japanese Studies Students)
*Please enter in Japanese as much as possible. Please type instead of handwriting.
*Please submit as an Excel file.

2) Research Plan (in Japanese only, about 1000~1200 letters, including references)
*The theme must be “the outline of the research plan in Japan” “H A THF3E L TH7cW 7 —<.", and

must be related to Japanese language and culture.

3) ID photo (JPEG or other digital format; 4.5 x 3.5 cm; front view, no hat; taken within the past 6 months)
*Please paste the data in the designated place on the application form.

4) Certificate of Enrollment issued by the applicant’s home institution

5) Official transcript (academic record) issued by the applicant’s home institution (For all academic years up to

the current year of enrollment.)
6) GPA Declaration Form [prescribed form]

7) Recommendation from the university president or dean of the applicant’s home institution addressed to the

President of Kanazawa University [prescribed form]
8) Copy of passport
*If unavailable at the time of application, please submit a photocopy of the birth certificate or the
certificate of citizenship in the applicant’'s home country along with a translation in Japanese or English.
9) Pledge [prescribed form]
10) Certificate of Japanese-Language Proficiency Test and the result sheet (For those who hold the certificate
of the test Level N1, N2 only.)
*Applicants who do not hold JLPT N2 certification must submit a certificate issued by their academic
supervisor confirming that they possess Japanese language proficiency equivalent to the N2 level.
11) Nomination form [prescribed form]

*Please submit as an Excel file.

(Note)
1) After enrollment, additional fees may be collected as necessary to enhance support services for
international students’ daily life and academic activities
2)If an applicant is not selected as a MEXT scholarship recipient but wishes to participate in the program as
a privately financed student (without the MEXT scholarship), the following will be required. Further details
will be provided to students who proceed with participation in the program.
a) Submission of an “Agreement for Defraying Expenses” and a bank certificate of account balance
demonstrating funds equivalent to at least JPY 1,000,000.
b) Service fee for the Certificate of Eligibility (CoE) application: JPY 20,000
* This fee is required for the procedures related to obtaining a Certificate of Eligibility (CoE) through
Kanazawa University. International students who do not need a CoE are exempt from this fee.
* This fee must be paid during the pre-arrival procedures. Details regarding the payment method will be in

the guidance sent by the Pre-arrival Support Office.



4 Notes

1) Applications will not be accepted if any of the above documents are incomplete, incorrect, or not supported

by evidence. Also, the applications that do not meet the deadline will not be accepted.

2) Participation in the program and payment of the scholarship will be cancelled for the reasons given below.
Should any of the following reasons apply, the recipient may be ordered to return a part of, or all of, the
scholarship paid up to that time.

a) The recipient is determined to have made a false statement on his/her application;

b) The recipient violates any article of his/her pledge (above 3-9);

c) The recipient violates any Japanese laws and is sentenced to imprisonment for an indefinite period or
for a period of exceeding 1 year. He/she who receives a suspended sentence is excluded;

d) The recipient is suspended form Kanazawa University or receives other punishment, or is removed from
enrollment; as a disciplinary action in accordance with school regulations of Kanazawa University;

e) The recipient has been determined to be unable to complete the course within the standard time period
due to poor academic performance or suspension from Kanazawa University.

f) The recipient came to Japan without a newly obtained “Student” visa, or changed his/her status of
residence of “Student” to other status;

g) The recipient has received another scholarship (a scholarship or fellowship from Japanese
government, a Japanese government-related organization, and others) not approved for acceptance in
conjunction with the MEXT scholarship.

3) The purpose of this scholarship program is not to obtain a diploma. Therefore, a recipient cannot be

enrolled in an undergraduate course at a university or a master’s or a doctorate course at a graduate

school right after its completion.

5 Application documents submission deadline
Tuesday, March 31, 2026 (JST)

6 Where to Apply

The required documents should be sent to the following email address through the responsible staff member or

faculty member.

Email: st-exch@adm.kanazawa-u.ac.jp

7__Result Notification
Admission decision for the program: Late April, 2026
Scholarship Selection Result: Scheduled for July, 2026

For further information, please contact:

MIYAMOTO Shoko

International Student Section,

International Student Exchange Division, Kanazawa University

E-mail: st-exch@adm.kanazawa-u.ac.jp



mailto:st-exch@adm.kanazawa-u.ac.jp
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