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Course Description:

Reading is a course in which students undertake intensive reading of authentic
university-level texts in various academic disciplines in order to improve their reading
rate and comprehension. This courses helps students develop confidence in their
academic reading abilities through an emphasis on the self-directed learning of
reading skills that, in turn, engenders a stronger ability to comprehend and comment
on texts. It is believed that, once students are reading in large quantities and
comprehending more of what they read, their overall educational experiences will be
more meaningful.

The course provides students with ways to increase their practical metacognitive
reading skills so that they are reading—and thinking—more critically and analytically.
As part of the approach in this course, speaking and writing activities will be included
to both support and enhance the development of improved reading behavior.

“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest
of counselors, and the most patient of teachers.” ~ Charles W. Eliot

Objectives

At the end of this course students will be able to:

» Overcome fear of reading academic texts in large quantity and become
confident, skilful readers.

Attempt new and different approaches to reading academic texts.

Use a variety of strategies to improve both reading rate and comprehension.
Strengthen their use of background schemata from one language to another
when reading.

Distinguish between fact and fiction when reading.

Strengthen their global comprehension skills, including: understanding the
main ideas in texts or parts of texts, analysing texts, and synthesizing parts of
texts or separate texts to form opinions and points-of-view.

Improve their ability to understand relationships between and among texts.
Improve vocabulary recognition, understanding, and use of context to assist
them in knowing unfamiliar vocabulary, terms, and concepts.

» Become adept at identifying a writer’s purpose(s).
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Coursebook:

Mazur-Jefferies, Catherine, Reading and Vocabulary Focus 4, National Geographic
Learning & Cengage Learning,USA, 2014.

Supplementary Materials

v' Furr Mark, Bookworms Club Gold or Platinum, Stories for Reading Circles,
Oxford.



Recommended Resources (online and printed)

v https://www.edmodo.com/ (all students need to create an account for
communication outside the class.)

v’ https://flipboard.com/ (all students need to create an account. You'll do some
individual and group work through this application/website.)

Workload:
Students must be prepared to:
v/ participate in all class activities,
v' complete all homework and assigned readings,
v' complete all other assignments (Written assignments, oral presentations,
readers...)
(No late assignments will be accepted unless prior permission has been given.)

Assessment
» Quizes (x2) 30%
» Performance Grade 20%
1. Presentation & Article Review (10%)
2. Participation (10%)
» Midterms (x2) 50%
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https://flipboard.com/

Attendance:

Course attendance and participation are very important aspects of this course. You
are expected to arrive ON TIME and attend ALL classes. You should come to class
‘be prepared’ and participate actively in class activities. Do not forget that it is your
responsibility to find out what material and assignment you missed. Please honor the
no-eating and drinking policy, unless approved for breaks or class party. Please be
responsible for leaving your work area/ class clean and presentable and Thank you in
advance! The instructor reserves the right to remove anyone who creates a
distraction in class.

Plagiarism: Students are cautioned about plagiarism, which literally means to kidnap
(takes others ideas without proper citation/reference) and is the passing of another
persons’ words, ideas, or particularly apt phrases as your own. Credit will not be
given for any plagiarized work.

Presentation: This is a teamwork where students work in groups of 4 or 5. You will
select a short story no less than four A4 pages and form a Reading Circle group.
Roles will be given by the instructors. Stories will be published via edmodo and all
students in the class are supposed to read the story before the presentation day.
Reading the story will be included in participation grading. (10%)

Article Review: The purpose of the article review is to get students familiar with
research and methodologies (best practices) in the reading discipline in addition to
collaborating with peers regarding best practices. (these will be shared in class
during table-talk time)

The following are subjects that need to be highlighted in the summary:

»  What is the name of the article?

»  Who is (are) the author(s)?

»  When is the article published and by whom?
»  What was the article about?

Final Note:

Communication and understanding are important elements of this class. If at any time
you have questions about the course content or about your papers, please ask
guestions in class, communicate with the course instructor via e-mail, Edmodo or
come during office hours.



PACING

Date Contents Tasks and Testing
Week 1 Exemption Exams for
Students & Preparation of
17-21 Sept Classes
Week 2 Unit 1/ Reading 1 Page 2: Focus questions
) ) o should be read and answered
24-28 Sept Reading Skill: Determining before class
Chronology
Week 3 Unit 1 / Reading 2 Pg26-27: Unit Review
) ) ) assignment for the next week
1-5 Oct Reading Skill: Annotating a
text VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY
Week 4 Unit 2 / Reading 1 Pg 28: Focus questions should
) ) ) , be read and answered before
8-12 Oct Reading Skill: Dealing with class
unknown vocabulary
Assignment: 1St Article review
Week 5 Unit 2 / Reading 2 Watch a Youtube video:
) . . Nyiragongo Volcano, Virunga NP,
15-19 Oct Reading Skill: Recognizing DR Congo in 4K Ultra HD
Causes and Effects
Assignment: 1. Suppose that
you are one of the hikers and
write a paragraph about your
experience using the vocabulary
on pg40.
2. Pg50-51: Unit
Review assignment for next week
1ST QUIZ WEEK!
Week 6 Unit 3/ Reading 1 Pg 52: Focus questions should
) ) _ be read and answered before
22-26 Oct Reading Skill: Making

Inference

class

Watch a Youtube video: Daily




Easy English 1163: Read
between the lines

Listen: | Can Read Between The
Lines (Frank Sinatra - with Lyrics)

Assignment: 2"4 Article review

Week 7 Unit 3/ Reading 2 Pg76-77: Unit Review
) ] _ assignment for next week
29 Oct — 2 Nov Reading Skill: Choosing the
Correct Definition
Week 8 MIDTERM 1 Students are responsible for all
) , the unit vocabulary and
5-9 Nov Unit 4/ Reading 1 reading skills covered in class.
Reading Sk!": , There will be one or two reading
Uno!ergtandmg In-text passages and questions will be
Definitions True/False, multiple choice. You
may also need to answer short
guestions or complete the
sentences.
Week 9 Unit 4 / Reading 2 This week, decide for the
) . ) stories as a group and share it
12-16 Nov Rgadlng Skill: Connecting at Edmodo. Your roles will be
Visuals to a Text given by the instructors.
Week 10 15t PRESENTATION WEEK - Summarize
19-23 Nov - Relate to personal life
- Lead a discussion
- Analyze a passage
- Relate to culture
Week 11 Unit 5/ Reading 1 Pg 102: Focus questions

26 Nov — 1 Dec

Reading Skill: Assessing
Problems and Solutions

should be read and answered
before class

Week 12

3-7 Dec

2"d PRESENTATION
WEEK

- Summarize
- Relate to personal life

- Lead a discussion




- Analyze a passage

- Relate to culture

Week 13 Unit 5/ Reading 2
10-14 Dec Reading Skill: Determining
Certainty and Uncertainty
Week 14 MIDTERM 2 Students are responsible for all
the unit vocabulary and reading
17-21 Dec

skills covered after the 15t
midterm exam.

There will be one or two reading
passages and questions will be
True/False, multiple choice. You
may also need to answer short
guestions or complete the
sentences.




